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Once again, Warm Greetings to all Rotarians and the Family of Rotary,

This month we observe the theme of Economic and Community Development, a vital aspect of our core Rotary Mission – to do good in the 
world. Quoting from the comprehensive information on the Rotary website, here are some disturbing statistics:

		  Nearly 800 million people live on less than $1.90 a day. 

		  $9.2m is the amount The Rotary Foundation spent last year to grow local economies and reduce poverty

		  795 million people worldwide – that is 1 in 9 people – do not have enough to eat. 

		  Sixty per cent of these world’s hungry people are women and girls.

		  70% of the world’s poorest people live in rural areas and depend on agriculture and related activities for their livelihood.

Rotary members have proved to be passionate about providing sustainable solutions to poverty. The article on Page 2 by Dries Veldhuizen 
addresses what has been achieved at our own District 9400 level. It is really very worthwhile reading.
There are several links that stimulate ideas and celebrate the difference that has been made by Rotarians around the world to assist with 
economic development. 
How can you help economies flourish? 

	 Become a member Make a donation 

	 See how our members are strengthening communities on Rotary Showcase 

	 Find a project to support on Rotary Ideas 

A reminder that October 24 is World Polio Day.  See the links below on how your club can get involved. The story of the years of relentless 
and dedicated work to eradicate Polio is a truly amazing Rotary story and we will not stop until we’ve  won the fight!
			   Enjoy the month ahead!

One day. One Focus. Ending Polio.

On World Polio Day, thousands of 
Rotary clubs around the world will hold 
events and fundraisers to recognize our 
progress in the global fight to end polio.

Rotary’s World-wide 2019-20 Rotary 
Year Polio Fundraising Goal is  $150 
Million – Including the Gates 
Foundation $2 to $1 Match

24
October

Our Goal is Global Polio Eradication!
Click here for club ideas

https://www.rotary.org/en/get-involved/join
https://my.rotary.org/en/secure/showcase
https://my.rotary.org/en/secure/ideas
file:///C:/Users/Beth%20Coetzee/Documents/Haenertsburg%20Rotary/October/World%20Polio%20Day%20%20%20End%20Polio.htm
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BEYOND GIVING AND TEACHING TO BETTER BUSINESS FOR AFRICAN GROWTH: 
ROTARY KNOWLEDGE IN ACTION

On 25 and 26 September 2019 Rotarians from District 9400,  together with the Institute for African Renaissance Studies of the School for 
Graduate Studies at Unisa and The Township Project from Canada presented the second annual symposium on “Building Better Busi-
nesses: Entrepreneurship for the African Renaissance”. About 350 (mostly start-up) entrepreneurs attended the event, presented at the 
Unisa main campus in Pretoria. Rotarian Dr Stella Anyangwe, District Governor Nominee, directed the two-day symposium, organised by 
a Rotary District 9400 organising committee under the leadership of ADG Riana Pretorius. Prof Esther Kibuka from the Institute for African 
Renaissance Studies, Prof Hanna Nel from the University of Johannesburg provided the academic background. 

The motivational speaker Sepiwe Moyo inspired all by sharing his life journey as an entrepreneur, together with several other entrepre-
neurs sharing their success stories. Practitioners from Sage, Standard Bank, and MacRobert Attorneys shared vital technical knowledge 
with the attendees.  Rotarians from several clubs served as speakers, moderators, table facilitators and administrators to make the event 
a success. DG Maurice Stander of Rotary District 9400, Rotarian Martha Deacon from the Rotary E-Club of District 9400 also representing 
the donors, the Township Project from Canada,  attended the event, hosted by Prof Dries Velthuizen from Unisa, also a Rotarian from the 
E-club.

The event turned out to be a source of inspiration for the many entrepreneurs attending. As the event progressed, many people who have 
never met each other before used the opportunity to interact and find common ground for growing their small businesses. What caught 
the eye was the leading involvement of the many Rotarians participating and the wealth of knowledge that is embedded in the minds of 
Rotarians from all occupations. This event was about knowledge into action, with Rotarians not only leading from the front, but also em-
broiling themselves with the courageous entrepreneurs of South African townships. 

The activities demonstrated that the Rotarians from District 9400 are busy moving beyond charity to be a leading civil society actor, ca-
pable of making real change in the real world. Connecting people and sharing their business knowledge is without doubt a very effective 
instrument of change for Rotary, an instrument that Rotarians will apply increasingly to innovate and grow African societies.  Handing over 
blankets, wheelchairs, medication and building latrines or classrooms will always be very important from an emergency relief perspective 
(‘provide the fish’), as well as literacy and other educational activities (‘teaching how to fish’). 

However, for Rotarians to break out of their comfort zones to connect with people, sharing and applying the knowledge capabilities 
together with the people who need it, remains that extra distance on the journey of socio-economic growth in Africa. Especially, as was 
discovered during the symposium, a wealth of knowledge of how to do business starting with the most meagre assets, is embedded in our 
township communities. If that knowledge is gathered, together with knowledge of successful entrepreneurs from society at large, the en-
terprises in our townships can grow in terms of manufacturing, even to the point 
of exporting to countries outside Africa. 

Growing better busi-
nesses is at the heart 
of the revival and 
growth of Africa, ex-
pedited the attain-
ment of a peaceful 
and prosperous Af-
rica.  

     
         - Dries Velthuizen
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means many things: hello, good-bye, peace, and perhaps 
most importantly, a sense of welcome and identity within 
the larger community.

Aloha 
Registration - Click here

Hotel Reservations - Click here

RI Convention Facebook Page - Click here

Please click HERE to download your PDF. 

The MOP, along with other governance documents, 
can also be accessed on My Rotary at: 

https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-
rotary/governance-documents

Language versions of the MOP will be available by the 
end of October, but the constitutional documents are 

currently available in languages on My Rotary.

The 2019 ROTARY Manual of Procedure 
(MOP) is now available!

Rotary Leadership Institute 
(RLI) Training session held in 
Polokwane on 28 September

- led by Gerrit Botha & Heidi 
Tucker

https://www.riconvention.org/en/honolulu/register
https://www.riconvention.org/en/honolulu/accommodations
https://www.facebook.com/events/370730053567711/
https://my.rotary.org/en/document/manual-procedure-035
https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/governance-documents
https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/governance-documents
http://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/16dhimsqqZoZt0FAvuslqcBa165

